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ORDINANCE NO. 87-33 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
FLORIDA: ADOPTING THE PALM BEACH COUNTY 
CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY (CLF) 
CONSTRUCTION CODE: PROVIDING FOR 
INTERPRETATION OF CAPTIONS; PROVIDING 
FOR REPEAL OF LAUS IN CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAUS AND 
ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 


UHEREAS, Chapter 125 (County Government) of Florida Statutes: 
stablishes the right and power of counties to provide for the; 
ealth, uelfare, and safety of existing and future residents byi 
dopting, by reference or in full, and enforcing building, housing 


nd related technical codes and regulations; and 


1 


UHEREAS, Chapter 163 (Intergovernmental Programs), Part II 
Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development 
egulation Act) of Florida Statutes provides that counties shall 
ave power and responsibility to plan comprehensively for their 
uture development and growth, including the adoption and 
mp1ementation of appropriate land development regulations which 
re necessary or desirable to implement a comprehensive plan, as 
rovided in Section 163.3202(2)(f) of Florida Statutes; and 

UHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners on September 18, 
986 appointed an ad hoc citizen task force to review problems 
xperienced by developers and citizens caused by inadequacies in 
urrent land use regulations governing the location, development 
nd construction of "adult congregate living facilities" (ACLFs) 
ithin the unincorporated area; and 

UHEREAS, the ACLF Task Force identified several 
onstruction-re1 ated requirements which should be adopted as a 
ackage concurrent with changes in the Comprehensive Plan and 
oning Code if the public health, safety and welfare were to be 
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served; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners on June 18, 1987 ! 

: 

. 

received the Report of the ACLF Task Force and directed staff to 
prepare ordinance revisions necessary to implement its 

i 

recommendations; and I 


WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Board of County 
Commissioners in adopting this Code to provide for the public 
wealth, safety and welfare by establishing minimum standards for 
the construction and future conversion of congregate living 
Facilities within the unincorporated area which are consistent 
Jith the growth management framework established by the Palm 
3each County Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code; and 


WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 
.ounty, Florida, sitting as the Local Planning Agency, has 
ietermined that these proposed amendments to the Palm Beach 
)ounty Zoning Code are consistent with the adopted Comprehensive 
Man of Palm Beach County, as required by Chapter 163, Section 
63«3194(2)(a) of Florida Statutes; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
:0f1MISSI0NERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 


SECTION 1. ADOPTION OF PALM BEACH COUNTY CONGREGATE 

LIVING FACILITY CONSTRUCTION CODE. 

There is hereby adopted the "Palm Beach County Congregate 
iving Facility Construction Code", as follows; 


PALfl BEACH COUNTY 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY CONSTRUCTION CODE 

SECTION 1. TITLE. 

This ordinance shal1 be known and may be cited as the "Palm 
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Beach County Congregate Living Facility (CLF) Construction 
Code." 

SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE INTENT. 

it is the intent of this Code to provide for the public 

| 

health, safety and welfare by establishing minimum standards 

I 

for the construction and future conversion of congregate 1 
living facilities uithin the unincorporated area of Palm 
Beach County. 

It is also the intent of this code to establish reasonable 
standards to ensure that a congregate living facility which 
is multi-family in character (CLF Type 3) shall be able to j 
meet restrictions on residential density established by the 
Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning Code if it is ever j 

i 

converted to conventional residential development. This is ; 
accomplished in part by assuring that the structure is 

physically designed and constructed in a way that it can be j 

altered at minimal expense to the property ouner♦ 

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS. 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY, CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY 
TYPE 1, CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY TYPE 2. and 

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITY TYPE 3 shall mean a 

building or structure in which is established the 
residential land uses defined in the Palm Beach County 
Zoning Code, Section 500.37 (Congregate Living 
Facility), Subsection C (Supplemental Definitions). 

SECTION 4. APPLICABILITY. 

A. This Code shall apply to all congregate living 
facilities within the unincorporated area of Palm 
Beach County. 

This Code shall apply to any construction for 
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which s county building permit is nou or hereafter 


required 

pursuant 

to the Code 

of Laus 

and 

i 

Ordinances 

of Palm 

Beach County, 

the laus 

and 


regulations of the State of Florida, or otheruise 
by 1au. 

C« In the event of a conflict between the provisions 
of this Code and any other requirement of law, the 
more restrictive provision shall apply. 


SECTION 5. MINIMUM FLOOR AREA REQUIREMENT. 

The minimum floor area of a congregate living facility shall 
be as set forth in the Palm Beach County Housing Code, 

i 

Section 405 (Minimum Duelling Space Requirements) (Ordinance 
No 7S-1, as amended). 

SECTION 6. LIFE SAFETY SPRINKLER SYSTEMS REQUIRED. 

A. Every structure designed or used for a Congregate 
Living Facility, Type 2 shall be provided uith an 
automatic fire suppression sprinkler system 
meeting or exceeding N.F.P.A. 13D (Standard for 
the Installation of Sprinkler Systems in One and 
Tuo-Family Buildings and Mobile Homes), as 
provided in the edition of the National Fire 
Codes in force at the time of application for a 
building permit. 

2. Every structure designed or used for a Congregate 
Living Facility, Type 3 shall be provided uith an 
automatic fire suppression sprinkler system 
meeting or exceeding N.F.P.A. 13 (Standard for the 
Installation of Sprinkler Systems), as provided in 
the edition of the National Fire Codes in force at 
the time of application for a building permit. 
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SECTION 7. FIRE ALARfl SYSTEMS REQUIRED. 

Every Congregate Living Facility, Type 2 or Type 3 shall 
install a fire alarm system in accordance uith N.F.P.A. 72A 
(Standard for the Installation, Maintenance and Use of Local 
Protective Signaling System for Guard’s Tour, Fire Alarm and 
Supervisory Service), as provided in the edition of the 
National Fire Codes in force at the time of application for 
a building permit. 


SECTION 8. ACCESS FOR EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES. 

Every congregate living facility shall provide access to 
buildings by emergency vehicles and fire apparatus uhich 
meets or exceeeds the standards established in the Standard 
Fire Prevention Code, Section 18.196 (Access to Buildings By 
Fire Apparatus), as amended. 


I 

I 

! 


SECTION 9. CONVERTIBILITY OF STRUCTURE TO BE DELINEATED 

ON BUILDING PERMIT STRUCTURAL DRAWINGS FOR A 
CLF TYPE 3. 

I 

The structural drawings accompanying an application for a 

I 

building permit for a Congregate Living Facility, Type 3 
shall delineate in reasonably sufficient detail the manner 
in uhich tuo or more individual living quarters can be 
readily combined to become a single duelling unit if the 
structure is modified to accommodate a conventional 
residential land use. This provision shall not affect 
any building code requirement to maintain tenant separation 
between individual quarters in a congregate living facility. 

SECTION 10. APPEALS OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION. 

The Palm Beach County Building Board of Appeals, established 
pursuant to Chapter 65-2051, Laws of Florida, shall hear all 
appeals concerning interpretations and enforcement of this 
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: 

I 

f 

Code. Any person aggrieved by the provisions of this Code 
may seek administrative relief from the Board according to 
its rules of procedure. 


SECTION 11. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES. 

Any contractor, person, firm, corporation or agent who shall 
violate a provision of this Code, or fail to comply 
therewith, or with any of the requirements thereof, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. Each such person shall be deemed 
guilty of a separate offense for each and every day or 
portion thereof during which any violation of any of the 
provisions of this Code is committed or continued, and upon 
conviction of any such violation, such person shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than fifty (50) dollars nor 
more than five hundred (500) dollars, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding six (6) months, ' or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 


i 

j 


SECTION 2. CAPTIONS. 


sed 
ha 1 
his 


The captions, section headings, and section designations 
in this Code are intended for convenience of users only and 
have no effect on the interpretation of the provisions of 
Ordinance. 


i 

t 

i 

! 

I 


SECTION 3. REPEAL OF LAOS IN CONFLICT. 

All local laws and ordinances applying to Palm Beach County 
conflict with any provisions of this ordinance are hereby 


epea1ed . 


SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY. 

Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word of 
s ordinance be held to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or 
d, such holding shall not affect the validity of the remainder 
this ordinance. 
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SECTION 5. 


INCLUSION IN CODE. 


The provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made a 
part of the Code of Laws and Ordinances of Palm Beach County, 
"lorida, and the various sections may be retitled, renumbered, or 
relettered to accomplish this purpose. 

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective upon 
receipt of acknowledgment by the Department of State of the State 
of Florida. 


APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of 
: ’alm Beach County, Florida, on this day of _December, 

] 987. 


PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA. BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: 



I 


f 


Acknowledged by the Department of State of the State of 
lorida, on this, the_ J-4th__ day of _ Decembjr__, 1987. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Acknowledgment received from the Department 

State of the State of Florida, this_ _21st day of D e c emb e r_, 

*87 at _^-M., and filed in the Office of the Clerk of the 

iard of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County, Florida. "*>„ 

' J {C \ 

'PROVED AS TO FORM 
ID LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 




County Attorney 


STATE QE FtQfclDA, COUN^O. ... 

I, JOHN 1, OUNKfcE; 6c-offici0;'fe 

be a true and 0fl|!R§ 

my office ^ 
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